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The Boating Community
Minnesota ranks 2nd in the nation for recreational 

watercraft and has the most boats per capita

Lake Minnetonka is home to many marine businesses, 
including 5 marine dealerships and many marinas and 
boat clubs

The boating community is represented by trade 
associations, plus local associations: 
Marine Retailer Association of the Americas (MRAA)
National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA)
Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA)



Boating By The Numbers 
Boating is a key economic driver and supporter 
Minnesota & the Lake Minnetonka community through:

 1500+ jobs in MN-03

 80+ marine businesses in the area

 $397M+ in economic impact in MN-03

 Minnesota consistently ranks in the top 5 for powerboat sales

 On average, Minnesota accounts for 11,000 unit sales

 In 2021, Minnesota received $14.6M from the Sport Fish 
Restoration and Boating Trust Fund 



The Economic Impact of Boating 
Not only does boating support marine 
businesses, but other Lake Minnetonka 
community businesses and transactions. 



What is Wakesurfing?
Wakesurfing is 
family friendly 
activity where a 
rider trails behind a 
boat, with or without 
a rope, on its wake 
approximately 10-15 
ft behind the boat 

The typical boat in 
surf mode is moving 
between 7 – 12 mph 



Key Facts About Wakesurfing

Citation: Endicott M. Fay, Andrew Gunderson, and Arden Anderson, 
Numerical Study of the Impact of Wake Surfing on Inland Bodies of Water, (Winter/Spring 2022).

https://www.scirp.org/journal/paperinformation.aspx?paperid=116094


Wake Responsibly 



Boater Education Efforts
The boating community 
proactively supports boater 
education by:
 Promoting the Wake 

Responsibly campaign through 
events & education

 Working with dealers to 
provide direct on water 
education to customers who 
purchase surf boats 

 Working with LMCD and 
stakeholders to deliver tailored 
education to Lake Minnetonka 
community

 Establishing a coalition to draft 
and lead legislation through 
2022 legislative session with 
widespread bipartisan support



Next Steps
As a community we ask to LMCD to:
 Carefully consider impacts of any regulations on the marine community, 

in addition to the ripple impacts on the local economy, residents, families, 
tourists and visitors.

 Keep all Minnetonka and Minnesota families boating by maintaining 
access for all users to Lake Minnetonka by not implementing any further 
restrictions.

 Advocate for boater education efforts through the state legislature, which 
would include information regarding wakes and impact of boat use.

 Engage in direct dialogue with the boating industry and community to 
help make informed decisions regarding lake use.

 Host a session regarding the industry study and University of Minnesota 
study inviting both researchers to present their research and answer 
questions to best inform the LMCD board.



Thank You!



Meet Jeremy Wahlberg 

I started working with River Valley shortly after I retired full-time 
from the Army National Guard as a 1SG with 28 years of military 
service. I was a customer who enjoyed time on and around fresh 
water. I grew up on a lake waterskiing, wakeboarding, and tubing. It 
wasn’t until after our kids introduced wake-surfing to us, that we 
really became passionate about being on the water as a family. We 
are now involved with all aspects of the sport and would love to 
share our passion with you.

River Valley’s Centurion Heroes Tour is a “Salute to Service” event 
tour that provides military, law enforcement, fire, first responders 
and their families with access to water sports. We believe by doing 
so, we can help heal the emotional wounds of our greatest 
warriors and their families.
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